
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madrid, July 22, 2012 
 
Dear Minister García-Margallo:  
 
We are writing to remind you that you still have a pending commitment. During your 
first public hearing in Congress, you announced that Spain would recover its economic 
commitment to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, an 
organization that has a decade of experience leading the global fight against AIDS. 
However, five months later, the amount that our country will contribute this year to this 
international body, which according to its public announcement has the full support of 
the government, has yet to be concretized.  
 
At this moment, the XIX International AIDS Conference is being inaugurated in 
Washington D.C. with the theme “Turning the Tide Together”, which reflects the 
historical moment that we are living, given that scientific evidence affirms that for the 
first time we have in our hands the capacity to turn the tide on the epidemic and 
stop AIDS. Without a doubt this is a suitable moment for Spain to materialize its 
commitment and announce the exact figure that it will allocate to the Global Fund.  
 
Currently, the Fund is providing antiretroviral treatment to more than three million 
people around the world, while also supporting programs that provide prevention and 
care for people living with HIV. Thanks to the work of organizations such as this and 
the efforts of countries most affected by the epidemic, we are living an inflection point 
in relation to AIDS: to have the disease is no longer a death sentence if you have 
access to the necessary treatment. Today, the number of new infections has fallen 
and mother-to-child transmission has drastically decreased. Current evidence 
shows that increasing access to medicines, which are essential in order for 
patients to continue living, could also control the expansion of the pandemic 
until a vaccine and a definitive cure are found, a possibility that is closer each 
day due to scientific advances. On the other hand, stronger public investments 
are needed in order to continue being fruitful.  
 
The capacity of the Global Fund to continue providing assistance and attend to more 
people depends on the financing of countries that have committed to this initiative, 
among those being Spain. On February 22nd, exactly five months ago, you announced 
that Spain would resume its commitment to the Global Fund, but unfortunately we 
continue to wait for this promise to be concretized and materialized.  
 
The lack of predictability in international aid has direct consequences on the lives of 
thousands of people. We believe that Spain should address this situation with the 
Global Fund as soon as possible, as more than 200.000 people depend directly on our 
funds to receive the treatment and care necessary to continue living, not only those 
living with AIDS but also with malaria and tuberculosis. These 200.000 people cannot 
continue waiting.  
 
HIV/AIDS does not have borders, but poverty and inequality do. For this reason, 
although the mandate of the Foundation Salud por Derecho is to generate the political 
will necessary to solve the lack of access to health in impoverished countries, we never 
could have imagined that the right to health would be threatened in our own country. 



Therefore, in this current critical moment, we cannot ignore that universal access to 
health, prevention and the fight against stigma and discrimination are an indispensable 
part of the AIDS response. They are the principles of a policy that is being abandoned 
in Spain with the extreme weakening of the National AIDS plan and the denial of health 
care and HIV treatment to immigrants in an irregular situation.  
 
The official aid of Spain earmarked to impoverished countries has suffered a 
percentage of cuts so disproportionate that we are conscientious that the amount that 
will be contributed to the Global Fund will be significantly less than previous years, 
when Spain was among the countries that championed the efforts against this 
pandemic. However, at Salud Por Derecho we ask ourselves, when will the day come 
when governments will prioritize, above all, investment in people: in ensuring 
their fundamental rights and guaranteeing the possibility to live a dignified life, 
full of opportunities, despite where they live.  
 
Therefore, and taking advantage of the XIX International AIDS Conference framework, 
we call upon the Government to fulfill its promise and concretize the amount that Spain 
will allocate to the Global Fund. Now is the moment when the government should ask 
itself if it wants to be a part of the beginning of the end of AIDS and turn the tide of 
the epidemic.  
 
 Sincerely, 
 
Salud por Derecho Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*The original letter which appeared in the Newspapers was written in Spanish  


