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Food for Thought is a concept suggesting that there 
are certain issues worth meditating and reflecting upon 
to feed the creation of new ideas. With this idea in mind, 
Salud por Derecho launched its first lunch debate “Food 
for Thought: Fueling new ideas in Development 
Cooperation.” 

The goal of this event was to facilitate dialogue among 
a small number of actors from different fields who 
usually do not coincide but have common interests in 
key areas such as public health and global development, 
R&D policy in Spain and Europe, human rights and 
the ethical and regulatory public policies surrounding 
development cooperation. During this first gathering, 
18 people with diverse backgrounds participated in 
the conversation such as national parliamentarians, 
academics, economists, business school leaders, civil 
society and social entrepreneurs.

In a world undergoing profound changes, new ways of 
engaging in health cooperation are being consolidated, 
both by new players as well as more traditional ones, 
who have the potential to generate significant change. 
Here, we refer to elements such as public-private 
partnerships in research, global health diplomacy, 
the development of medical technologies through 
social entrepreneurship, the participation of the 
private sector, the generation of applied knowledge 
from the academic sector or the role of global health 
advocates and the mobilization of civil society. 
However, a funding crisis in development cooperation 
could put this transformative capacity in question, 
forcing the need to promote new financing instruments.

In relation to the issue of alternative funding sources, the 
participants discussed the initiatives that are emerging 
from different political parties to promote greater 
collaboration in financing cooperation, such as the “ley 
de mecenazgo” or “micro mecenazgo”, legislation that 

is currently being debated to address the deductions 
and patronage of private donors. Beyond the incentives 
needed to leverage private funding, participants also 
discussed the need for greater incentives for research 
and social entrepreneurship in Spain and the role 
that the private sector can play in this regard, as the 
existing regulatory framework does not have the ideal 
characteristics to encourage private sector contributions.

During the conversation about current models of 
financing, the opportunity that the Financial Transaction 
Tax could present was also debated as well as what 
this will mean for the sector if some of the proceeds 
should go towards international cooperation and “global 
public goods.” At this time, it is still early to know exactly 
how much the Spanish government will collect with 
the implementation of this mechanism, as the exact 
conditions that will be put into effect have yet to be 
concretized.

The need to encourage a change of attitude towards 
philanthropy in Spain was also emphasized. Individuals 
who are interested in supporting a specific cause have 
to find the spaces in which they can contribute to the 
common good. Individual donor levels in Spain are still 
lower in comparison with other countries; in the United 
States, 90% of people contribute to a specific cause, 
while in Spain 19% of the population collaborates and 
only 9% on a regular basis.

The sector’s reliance on public funding has led them 
to not search for funding from other areas, which has 
partly contributed to the situation that nonprofits are 
experiencing at this moment. However, participants 
emphasized that this should not be interpreted as meaning 
that the public sector can avoid their responsibilities as a 
major funder of international cooperation and that despite 
the complexities, there is a need to establish “red lines” 
that cannot be crossed in this regard.

From Public Private Partnerships to  
the Financial Transaction Tax

New actors and new  
funding instruments::
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One of the concerns discussed was the moment 
of change which we are currently facing and the 
need to have a vision more directed towards global 
sustainability, building an inclusive society and the need 
to rethink our values.

Furthermore, we also discussed the importance of social 
entrepreneurship, not only as a mechanism to generate 
social impact, but also as a business model that ought to 
be self-sustaining in order to be viable. 

At Salud por Derecho, we believe that through 
facilitating these types of innovative spaces, we can 
promote the relationships and the synergies needed 
in order to create new perspectives and solutions to 
the issues in which we work. We believe that bringing 
together different actors is what can lead us to discover 
common ground in order to collectively build innovative 
options and alternative ways to get to the common 
good that we are envisioning, created from a global 
perspective and based on shared responsibility.
 

The main ideas that emerged during the event were:

•	 The existing need to accelerate the process for creating a law on patronage based on consensus.
•	 - The importance of implementing a concrete incentive mechanism to encourage private funding, especially 

directed toward certain fields related to biomedical innovation.
•	 - The importance of ensuring that a percentage of the proceeds from a possible Financial Transaction Tax be 

allocated toward international cooperation.
•	 - The need to establish an accountability framework which reflects the division of responsibilities between the 

actors who have a role in the future of the Sustainable Development Goals.
•	 - The emphasis that although there is a need to promote increased funding for cooperation from the private 

sector, this cannot replace the responsibility of the government that exists in this area. 



3
Globally defending the right to health

Right to health foundation

Participants

Federico Buyolo
PSOE
Comisión de Cooperación

Gonzalo Fanjul
Senior Associate  
Researcher, ISGlobal

Marcos Concepción
Director, Asociación Española 
de Fundraising

Pablo García-Manzano
Executive Director, 
IESE  Center for Public  
Leadership and Government

Juan Carlos Grau
Portavoz PP
Comisión de Cooperación

Manuel Escudero
Director General,   
Deusto Business School

José Moisés Martín Carretero
Economista
Economistas frente a la crisis

Ándres Martínez
Enlace Hispanoamericano 
de Salud (EHAS)
Emprendedor Ashoka

Vicente Montes
Director de la Fundación 
Rafael del Pino

Alana Moceri
Analista
Asesora y formadora política
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Vanessa López
Fundación Salud por Derecho
Directora

Trinidad García
Fundación Salud por Derecho
Advocacy Officer

Erika Meyer
Fundación Salud por Derecho
Projects Officer

Ramón Herrero
Fundación Salud por Derecho
Communication &   
Advocacy Junior Officer

Catalina Parra
Co-founder and President of 
UEIA, Philanthropic Intelligence

Manuel Rodríguez
Fundación Salud por Derecho
Presidente del Patronato

Marta Pedrajas
Vocal Asesora de Políticas  
de Desarrollo en Ministerio  
de Asuntos Exteriores  
y Cooperación

Antoni Pico
Portavoz CiU
Comisión de Cooperación


