MANIFESTO

United
to end

AIDS
1

. The undersigned organizations have come together
with the objective of collectively declaring that now is the
moment to definitively stand up to end HIV/AIDS. For
this reason we appeal to the political authorities and
government bodies to join forces to collectively face the
fight against the pandemic.

2. Taking into account that the most important results of

the fight against AIDS have been obtained in recent years
and that ending the epidemic is a feasible goal if we sustain
the efforts that have contributed to the scientific advances
and the progress achieved socially, politically, and related to
human rights.

3. Considering that at this moment there are more than
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eight million people in impoverished countries receiving
treatment with antiretrovirals, one of the main reasons why
the epidemic has been able to be slowed down, given
that the evidence demonstrates that treatment greatly
diminishes the possibility of transmitting HIV.
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4. Keeping in mind the more than seven million people that
currently need to receive treatment and necessary care, as
well as remembering the international commitment signed
in 2011 at the United Nations to have 15 million people in
treatment by 2015.

5

. Remembering that prevention should be a key aspect
of the global fight against HIV/AIDS in order to obtain the
goal of reducing the transmission of HIV by 50% by 2015
and eliminating the transmission from mother to child in the
same year.

6. Conscious that the current number of people that

receive treatment was unthinkable merely a decade ago,
and that the achievement owes itself largely to the work that
has been developed by affected communities, civil society
organizations, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis,
and Malaria, and the increase in the political will and
resources allocated to the fight against HIV/AIDS on behalf
of the States – both from the North and the South.

t o

Designed by: Serlock.es

e n d

A I D S

1
December 2012

M A N I F E S T O

7

. Emphasizing that currently more than 50% of
funds allocated to the fight against HIV/AIDS in the
most affected countries come from low or middle
income countries as well as the stagnation of the
economic resources in the past four years is a reason
for concern due to the effects that it will have over
the advances reached up until now.

8

. Calling attention to the structural barriers that
still exist concerning HIV/AIDS, such as the stigma,
discrimination, gender inequality, poverty, and the
violation of the present human rights in relation
to HIV/AIDS. All of these factors are determining
factors in the fight against the epidemic.

9

. Rejecting the cuts of up to 70% that were
implemented by the government in relation to
Official Development Aid over the past two years,
demonstrating the lack of existing commitment for
development in the most disadvantaged countries
of the world and preoccupied about the impact that
these cuts are having on the contributions to the
Global Fund, research and development for new
cures related to this matter, and generally, on the
most vulnerable and those that live with HIV/AIDS.

10

. Likewise, we show our disagreement in relation
to the Real Decreto Ley 16/2012, in which the access
to health services has been gravely limited for some
groups, violating their right to health.

11

. Additionally, we declare that we are seriously
alarmed by the consequences that the carrying out
of the above mentioned Decree have on the access
to health services and antiretroviral treatments for
the people living with HIV/AIDS in Spain and the
deterioration of the preventative and psychosocial
programs for HIV/AIDS due to the budget cuts.

12

. The signing organizations make a call to action
to the authorities and the Spanish government to
take a clear stance in the fight against HIV/AIDS and
to carry out tangible actions to achieve the global
objective of ending the epidemic.
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13. For this we insist that:
a. Spain maintains itself as a strategic agent in

the fight against HIV/AIDS and reflects this as a
priority within its action framework both at the
state as well as at the international level.

b

. Maintains its economic contribution to the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria, and progressively returns to the figures of
years past and does what is necessary to ensure
that the Global Fund continues supporting the
efforts of the countries and communities most
affected by the epidemic, this way maintaining its
global character.

c. Increases the investment in R+D, for HIV/AIDS,
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as this is the only way to obtain a preventative
vaccine, microbicide, or a cure in the immediate
future. Furthermore, Spain should assure that
public investment is made towards research
models that guarantee that the biomedical
products are safe, efficient, and accessible to the
people that need them most.

d

. Spain actively involves itself in the search
for solutions to ensure the sustainability of the
global response to HIV/AIDS, amongst which the
establishment of a framework for funding based
on the shared global responsibility of all of the
states and the use of the financial transactions tax
to raise new economic resources.

e. To actively involve itself in the promotion of

those policies devoted to eliminating the barriers
that limit the access to prescription drugs and
that violate the human rights of the most affected
communities.

f

. To take decisive action to end the stigma and
discrimination that still exist towards the people
living with HIV/AIDS and to continue working for
early detection and prevention of HIV infection in
our country.

g

. To reconsider the content of the health reform,
seeing as the current Real Decreto Ley 16/2012
is violating the human right to health. Any health
reform should focus on improving the quality of
the services and efficiency of the system, while
at the same time maintaining the universality and
equality of the health system.

U n i t e d

t o

e n d

A I D S

14

. The current crisis can not be a reason that justifies
setting aside a pandemic that has had an incalculable
impact, not only in the number of lives lost or in the social
and economic consequences, but also for the emotional
mark that it has left on entire generations in many
societies.

15

. This manifesto is an initiative promoted by
Fundación Salud por Derecho (Right to Health Foundation)
and has been signed by the following organizations:
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